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The 2019-2020 Season is presented
in loving memory of

Mary Wayland  Sullivan

July 15, 1938 - April 18, 2019

Born and raised in Knoxville, Mary led a life of total
devotion to her family, friends, church, and community.  

Knoxville Opera mourns the passing of
a great friend and loyal supporter.
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OUR COMMITMENT.

Home Federal Bank is proud to support  

the Knoxville Opera. We’re committed  

to serving the people, businesses and communities  

who call East Tennessee home.
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HARRIET TUBMAN:
WHEN I CROSSED THAT LINE TO FREEDOM

NKEIRU OKOYE

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY
NANCY & CHARLIE WAGNER

       865-524-0795 EXT. 1
KNOXVILLEOPERA.COM/TUBMAN

MAY 1 & 3

-FEATURING-
JANINAH BURNETT

STAR OF THE

METROPOLITAN OPERA 
AND 

PHANTOM OF THE OPERA 
ON BROADWAY



HARRIET TUBMAN:
WHEN I CROSSED THAT LINE TO FREEDOM

NKEIRU OKOYE

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY
NANCY & CHARLIE WAGNER

Roméo et Juliette
Proudly sponsored by The Sood Family

Music by Charles Gounod
Libretto by Jules Barbier and Michel Carré

Based on The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet (1597) by William Shakespeare
First performance: April 27, 1867, Théâtre-Lyrique Impérial du Châtelet, Paris

Friday, February 14, 2020 at 7:30 and Sunday, February 16, 2020 at 2:30
Tennessee Theatre, Knoxville, Tennessee

 Conductor     Brian Salesky
 Stage Director      Laura Alley*
 Lighting Designer    John Horner
 Combat Director    Charles R. Miller

Cast in order of vocal appearance
 Tybalt, Juliet’s cousin    Wayd Odle
 Count Paris, intended husband to Juliet  Scott Greer*
 Lord Capulet     Maurice Hendricks*
 Juliet, daughter of Lord and Lady Capulet Yulan Piao*
 Mercutio, Romeo’s friend   Brian James Myer*
 Romeo, son of Lord and Lady Montague  Mackenzie Whitney*
 Gertrude, Juliet’s nurse    Aubrey Odle*
 Gregorio, Lord Capulet’s servant    Derek James Stull
 Friar Laurence, a Franciscan   Andrew Wentzel
 Stephano, Romeo’s page   Cornelia Lotito*
 Benvolio, Romeo’s cousin   Timothy Pope*
 The Prince of Verona    Matthew Huckaba
 Friar John, a Franciscan    Matthew Huckaba
                                                     

Actors (Courtesy of Clarence Brown Theatre Company)
 Narrator/Friar Laurence    Calvin MacLean*
 Romeo       Brady Moldrup*
 Juliet        Callie Bacon*

Supernumeraries
Lady Capulet            Laura Schoonmaker

Greg Bonneville
Leon Duquella

T.C. Hicks
Andy Zimmerman

There will be one intermission during this two and one-half hour performance

The public is invited to greet the cast following the Sunday performance at
Bravo! Cucina Italiana, 106 Major Reynolds Pl. on Bearden Hill (865-584-5510).

 *Knoxville Opera debut

-FEATURING-
JANINAH BURNETT

STAR OF THE

METROPOLITAN OPERA 
AND 

PHANTOM OF THE OPERA 
ON BROADWAY
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SYNOPSIS

Prologue: Verona, Italy during the 14th Century. 
Shakespeare’s famed “Greek Chorus” explains the ancient feud between the 
Montagues and the Capulets and the fate of their children, Romeo and Juliet.

Act I; Scene 1: A masked ball at the Capulet palace.  
Juliet’s arrival at her birthday party is eagerly awaited by her cousin Tybalt and 
her suitor Count Paris. After being presented by her father, she rhapsodizes on 
her joy. Romeo and other Montagues enter masked and hide awaiting the exit of 
Capulet and his guests. Romeo is uneasy about a dream he had the prior night 
and his friend Mercutio teases him with a song about Queen Mab, the mistress 
of dreams. Suddenly Juliet returns, waltzing and singing of the freedom of youth. 
She and Romeo are immediately attracted to each other. Tybalt returns just 
as Juliet tells her name to Romeo, who rushes off. Tybalt angrily identifies the 
intruder as a Montague, but Juliet’s father restrains him, ordering the party to 
continue.
Act I; Scene 2:  Later that night outside the Capulet palace.  
Romeo enters the garden, hoping to see Juliet. When she steps forth on her 
balcony lamenting her attraction to an enemy of her family, Romeo emerges from 
the shadows. The two ecstatically pledge their love to one another.
Act I; Scene 3: Daybreak the following morning in Friar Laurence’s cell.  
Romeo appears, followed by Juliet and her nurse, Gertrude. The friar marries the 
couple in the hope that their union will end their families’ feud.

Act II; Scene 1: Street outside the Capulet palace.  
Romeo’s page, Stephano, sings a song mocking the Capulets, which provokes a 
fight with Gregorio and the Capulets. Mercutio arrives to defend Stephano and is 
quickly challenged by Tybalt. Romeo attempts to make peace, which provokes 
Mercutio into dueling in defense of the Montague name. When his friend is slain, 
Romeo is angered into revenge, in turn killing Tybalt.  The Prince of Verona stops 
the bloodshed and banishes Romeo from Verona.
Act II; Scene 2: At dawn the following morning in Juliet’s bedroom.  
The lovers exchange words of adoration before Romeo reluctantly leaves for 
exile. Capulet and Friar Laurence greet Juliet with news that she is to wed Count 
Paris that very day. The friar gives her a sleeping potion that will make her appear 
to be dead and promises that she will wake with Romeo at her side.
Act II; Scene 3: A street in Verona later that day.  
Friar John tells Friar Laurence that the letter meant to inform Romeo of the plan 
to fake Juliet’s death was not delivered.
Act II; Scene 4: The Capulet tomb.  
Romeo, in deep despair believing Juliet to be dead, drinks poison to end his life. 
When Juliet awakens the two celebrate their reunion, but the deadly poison soon 
takes its effect on Romeo. Realizing that Romeo’s death is imminent, Juliet stabs 
herself with his dagger and the two pray for God’s forgiveness with their last 
breath.



* 
  

through the years has sponsored the entire 2016-2017 Opera Season,  
the 40th Anniversary Celebration and  Gala Concert, Madame Butterfly,  
Gianni Schicchi, The Pirates of Penzance, Mary Queen of Scots and Turandot.  

In 2020, she is honoring her Indiana University colleague 
K.O. Executive and Artistic Director 

Maestro Brian Salesky 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SALESKY’S MAJOR KNOXVILLE OPERA ACHIEVEMENTS INCLUDE:  

         As Executive Director, while obtaining tremendous donor support  
         and managing the Opera’s budget with an iron fist, he has created  
         15 consecutive years of debt-free operations while building an  
         operational reserve of over 1 million dollars. 
  Maestro Salesky has also:  

          Produced 39 operas and 10 concerts, including a Mostly Mozart Festival 

          Produced 14 Rossini Festivals—Knoxville’s largest street festival 

          Produced 12 inspiring Knoxville Opera Goes To Church concerts 

          Appeared in over 1,000 continuously expanding Education/Community  
          Engagement programs, reaching more than 250,000 students!!! 

          Created an ongoing African-American Voices series 

          Produced 9 in-school opera productions 
                                                                          * Website: drsharonlord.com 

. . .  



This marks Maestro BRIAN SALESKY’s 15th season as 
Knoxville Opera’s Executive and Artistic Director.  His 
administration has been marked by great artistic growth, 
a tremendous expansion of the company’s Education/
Outreach Program, and 14 consecutive years of debt-free, 
in-the-black operations. His tenure has been highlighted 
by significant new company repertoire (La Forza del 
Destino, The Girl of the Golden West, Manon, Mefistofele, 
Norma, I Puritani, Maria Stuarda) a unique three-venue 
Tosca, an on-site Cavalleria Rusticana at The Cathedral 
of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, and the company 
debuts of many exciting artists including Joyce El-Khoury, 
Jonathan Burton, Catherine Daniel, Rachele Gilmore, 

Donovan Singletary, Noah Stewart, Daniel Sumegi, and Talise Trevigne, who have 
gone on to international success.

Mr. Salesky has enjoyed a versatile, international career as a conductor of 
symphonic and chamber orchestras, opera and operetta, ballet and modern dance, 
Broadway musicals and popular music.  During his 50 years in the performing 
arts, he has also engaged in a wide variety of work as a producer/manager of 
concerts, opera, television, radio, and videos, and has distinguished himself as an 
accompanist, music arranger, fund-raiser, educator, lecturer, author, and consultant.  
Mr. Salesky first won critical plaudits during his six-year tenure as a resident 
conductor and administrator with the NYC Opera.  With the company in NYC and 
on tour in Los Angeles, Washington, and Mexico, his twenty-five-opera repertoire 
included the “Live From Lincoln Center” telecast of La Cenerentola.  He also served 
as the director of the NYC Opera National Company, conducting Carmen and La 
Traviata in 45 cities.  The conductor has also appeared with the opera companies 
of Barcelona, Sydney, Chicago, Cincinnati, Washington, D.C., Atlanta, Dayton, Central 
City, and Montana.  Maestro Salesky has performed with the leading symphony 
orchestras of Chicago, Madrid, Winnipeg, Peru, Denver, San Diego, Syracuse, the 
Kennedy Center, Grant Park (Chicago), Napa, South Bend, Greensboro, Utica, and 
Greeley, and the chamber of orchestras of Los Angeles, Milwaukee, Indianapolis, 
and Woodstock.  In his native NYC, Mr. Salesky has served as Music Director for the 
Congress of Strings, the Jamaica Symphony Orchestra, the Broadway revival of Man 
of La Mancha (starring Raúl Juliá) and as Resident Conductor of the Tony Award 
production of On Your Toes.  During his career he has conducted for legendary 
artists Catherine Malfitano, Renata Scotto, and Alfredo Kraus and has accompanied 
hundreds of singers including Joan Sutherland, Richard Tucker, Sherrill Milnes, 
Robert Merrill, and Carlo Bergonzi.

The Indiana University Phi Beta Kappa graduate’s range of activities have included 
positions with the Colorado Symphony, Utica Symphony, American Guild of Musical 
Artists, Walt Disney Studios, Indiana University, Hunter College, Israel Vocal Arts 
Institute, and the NYC Performing Arts Education Advisory Commission.  From 
1996 to 2001 he served as Co-founder, Executive Producer, and fund-raiser for the 
Raúl Juliá Ending Hunger Fund.

This marks Maestro BRIAN SALESKY’s 15TH season as 
Knoxville Opera’s Executive and Artistic Director.  His 
administration has been marked by great artistic growth, 
a tremendous expansion of the company’s Education/
Community Engagement Program, and 15  consecutive years 
of debt-free, in-the-black operations.  His tenure has been 
highlighted by significant new company repertoire (La Forza 
del Destino, The Girl of the Golden West, Manon, Mefistofele, 
Norma, I Puritani, Maria Stuarda, Harriet Tubman) a unique 
three-venue Tosca, an on-site production of Cavalleria 
Rusticana at the Cathedral of the Most Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, and the company debuts of many exciting artists 

such as Jon Burton, Catherine Daniel, Joyce El-Khoury, Rachele Gilmore, Noah Stewart, 
Daniel Sumegi, and Talise Trevigne, who have gone on to international success.

Mr. Salesky has enjoyed a versatile, international career as a conductor of symphonic 
and chamber orchestras, opera and operetta, ballet and modern dance, Broadway 
musicals and popular music.  During his 50 years in the performing arts, he has 
also engaged in a wide variety of work as a producer/manager of concerts, opera, 
television, radio, and videos, and has distinguished himself as an accompanist, music 
arranger, fund-raiser, educator, lecturer, author, and consultant.  Mr. Salesky first won 
critical plaudits during his six-year tenure as a resident conductor and administrator 
of the NYC Opera.  With the company in NYC and on tour in Los Angeles, Washington, 
and Mexico, his twenty-five-opera repertoire included the “Live From Lincoln Center” 
telecast of La Cenerentola.  He also served as the director of the NYC Opera National 
Company, conducting Carmen and La Traviata in 45 cities.  The conductor has also 
appeared with the major opera companies of Barcelona, Sydney, Chicago, Cincinnati, 
Washington, D.C., Atlanta, Dayton, Central City, and Montana.  Maestro Salesky has 
performed with the leading symphony orchestras of Chicago, Madrid, Winnipeg, Peru, 
Denver, San Diego, Syracuse, the Kennedy Center, Grant Park (Chicago), Napa, South 
Bend, Greensboro, Utica, and Greeley, and the chamber of orchestras of Los Angeles, 
Milwaukee, Indianapolis, and Woodstock.  In his native NYC, Mr. Salesky has served 
as Music Director for the Congress of Strings, the Jamaica Symphony Orchestra, the 
Broadway revival of Man of La Mancha (starring Raúl Juliá) and as Resident Conductor 
of the Tony Award production of On Your Toes.  During his career he has conducted 
for legendary artists Catherine Malfitano, Renata Scotto, and Alfredo Kraus and has 
accompanied hundreds of singers including Joan Sutherland, Richard Tucker, Sherrill 
Milnes, Robert Merrill, and Carlo Bergonzi.

The Indiana University Phi Beta Kappa graduate’s range of activities have included 
positions with the Colorado Symphony, Utica Symphony, American Guild of Musical 
Artists, Walt Disney Studios, Indiana University, Hunter College, Israel Vocal Arts 
Institute, and the NYC Performing Arts Education Advisory Commission.  From 1996 
to 2001 he served as Co-founder, Executive Producer, and fund-raiser for the Raúl Juliá 
Ending Hunger Fund.
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YULAN PIAO (Juliet)
Sponsored thanks to the generosity of 

The Sood Family

Birthplace: Longjing, Jilin Province, China

Foreign Opera:  Heebok Ahn Opera (South Korea), 

Hansei University Opera (South Korea)

U.S. Opera: New Jersey Association of   

Verismo Opera, New Rochelle Opera, Empire 

Opera, Manhattan School of Music Opera

 MACKENZIE WHITNEY (Romeo) 
Sponsored thanks to the generosity of 

Joe Sullivan

Birthplace: Janesville, Iowa

U.S. Opera: San Diego Opera, Madison Opera, 

Utah Opera, Pensacola Opera, Annapolis Opera, 

Intermountain Opera, Academy of Vocal Arts Opera

U.S. Orchestras and Festival: Madison Symphony, 

Great Falls Symphony, Rapides Symphony, Lakes Area 

Music Festival

Website: www.ada-artists.com 

BRIAN JAMES MYER (Mercutio) 
Sponsored thanks to the generosity of 

John and Nancy Stewart

Birthplace: Tarzana, California

U.S. Opera: New York City Opera, Florida Grand 

Opera, Sarasota Opera, Hawaii Opera Theatre, Opera 

Las Vegas, Opera Orlando, Opera Naples, Opera San 

Jose, Chautauqua Opera 

U.S. Orchestras and Festivals: Hawaii Symphony,

Henderson Symphony, Grand Teton Music Festival,   

Phoenicia Festival

Website: www.brianjamesmyer.com

Meet the Artists

http://www.ada-artists.com/
http://www.brianjamesmyer.com/
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 ANDREW WENTZEL (Friar Laurence) 
Sponsored thanks to the generosity of 

Karen Sisk

Member of the Knoxville Opera Hall of Fame
Honorary Member of the KO Board of Directors
Birthplace: Mishawaka, Indiana
Foreign Opera: Spoleto Festival (Italy), Edmonton 

Opera, Calgary Opera
Foreign Orchestras: Tokyo Symphony, 

L’Orchestre de Montréal, Jerusalem Philharmonic, 
National Orchestra of India

U.S. Opera: Knoxville Opera (Don Giovanni, La Cenerentola, La 
Bohème, La Forza del Destino, Lucia di Lammermoor, Roméo et 
Juliette, H.M.S. Pinafore, The Pirates of Penzance, Gianni Schicchi), 
Metropolitan Opera, Houston Grand Opera, Washington National 
Opera, San Diego Opera, New York City Opera, St. Louis Opera, 
Minnesota Opera, Glimmerglass Opera, Florida Grand Opera, 
Indianapolis Opera, Columbus Opera, Boston Lyric Opera
U.S. Orchestras and Festivals: Boston Symphony, Philadelphia 
Orchestra, St. Louis Symphony, National Symphony, Seattle 
Symphony, Rochester Philharmonic, Richmond Symphony, 
Spokane Symphony, Orlando Philharmonic, Memphis Symphony, 
Chattanooga Symphony, Pensacola Symphony, Jacksonville 
Symphony, Knoxville Symphony, Pacific Symphony; Berkshire 
Choral Festival, Choral Arts Society (D.C.), Virginia Arts Festival

CORNELIA LOTITO (Stephano) 

Birthplace: Long Valley, New Jersey
U.S. Opera: Light Opera of New Jersey, Opera 
Theatre of Montclair, Montclair State University 
Opera 
U.S. Orchestras: New Jersey Symphony, Montclair 
State University Chamber Ensemble Orchestra
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WAYD ODLE (Tybalt)

Birthplace: Papillion, Nebraska

U.S. Opera: Knoxville Opera (Gianni Schicchi, Lucia 

di Lammermoor), Utah Opera, Utah Lyric Opera, 

Brigham Young University Opera Theatre, University 

of Tennessee Opera Theatre

U.S. Orchestras and Festival: Knoxville Symphony 

Orchestra, Utah Philharmonic Orchestra, Brigham 

Young University Chamber Orchestra, Atlantic Music 

Festival

Website: www.waydodle.com

AUBREY ODLE (Gertrude)

Birthplace: Portland, Oregon

U.S. Opera: Utah Festival Opera, Utah Lyric Opera, 

Lyrical Opera Theatre, Brigham Young University 

Opera Theatre, Marble City Opera

U.S. Orchestras and Festival: Brigham Young 

University Philharmonic, Utah Valley Symphony, 

Atlantic Music Festival

Website: www.aubreyodle.com

MAURICE HENDRICKS (Lord Capulet)

Birthplace: Knoxville, Tennessee

U.S. Opera: Knoxville Opera, Converse Opera, 

Glow Lyric Theatre, Marble City Opera, 

Carson-Newman Lyric Theatre, 

Spartanburg Repertory

U.S. Orchestras: Knoxville Symphony Orchestra, 

Spartanburg Philharmonic 

Website: www.mauricehendricks.com

http://www.waydodle.com/
http://www.aubreyodle.com/
http://www.mauricehendricks.com/
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KNOXVILLE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Aram Demirjian, Music Director
Natalie L. Haslam, Music Director Chair

VIOLIN I
William Shaub, Concertmaster, 
  Clayton Family Chair                                              
Gordon Tsai, 
  Associate Concertmaster, 
  Joseph A. Fielden Family Chair
Sean K. Claire
Zofia Glaushauser
Rachel Loseke
Mary Pulgar
Mary Ann Fee Fennell, Principal

VIOLIN II
Edward Pulgar, Principal, 
  Gleb Mamantov Chair
I Pei Lin
Kyle Venlet
Audrey Pride
Ikuko Koizumi
Jeffrey Brannen

VIOLA
Kathryn Gawne, Principal
Eunsoon Lee-Corliss, Asst. Principal
Jennifer Bloch
Bill Pierce

CELLO
Andy Bryenton, Principal
Stacy M. Nickell
Theodore I. Kartal
Ildar Khuziakhmetov, Mary and Joe     
  Sullivan Chair

Jill Bartine
Cynthia M. D’Andrea

FLUTE

BASS
Dan Thompson
Yan Peng

BASSOON
Jessica Findley Yang, Principal
Zach Millwood

Jeffery Whaley, Principal
Sean Donovan

HORN

Philip Chase Hawkins, Principal
Brian Winegardner

TRUMPET

TROMBONE
Elisabeth Mandel

TIMPANI
Michael Combs, Associate Principal

PERCUSSION
Bob Adamcik, Co-Principal

HARP
Cindy Hicks, Principal

PERSONNEL MANAGER/
LIBRARIAN

Mark Tucker

DIRECTOR 
OF OPERATIONS

Jon Agazzi

OBOE
Claire Chenette, Principal

Gary Sperl, Principal
Jon Agazzi

CLARINET



KNOXVILLE OPERA CHORUS

Women

Sarah Beegle
Janyce Cash
Rebecca Collins
DeLaine Crutchfield
Adia Evans
Sarah Milford
Sarah Clementine Mire
Nicolette Puskar
Sarah Ray
Anne Rosevear
Cynthia Smith
Christina Villaverde
Whitney Wells

Men

Tom Besade
Cody Boling
Lee Brandt
Mason Evans
Breyon Ewing
Ryan Ford
Martin Hennessee
John Maples
Matthew Rajkowski
Burt Rosevear
Don Townsend
Eric White
Blayne Ziegenfuss

Don Townsend, Chorus Master

https://www.tennesseetheatre.com/broadway-at-the-tennessee/


KNOXVILLE OPERA STAFF

ARTISTIC PRODUCTION
Costumes    
Designed for Utah Symphony & Opera
  by Susan Memmott Allred
Wig Provider    
Nottingham Design

Executive & Artistic Director
Brian Salesky
Production Manager & Chorus Master
Don Townsend 

Finance & Ticketing Manager  
N. Marie Butler
Exec. Asst. & Graphic Design Associate 
Esther B. Blevins

Wig and Makeup Designer  
Sondra Nottingham
Rehearsal Pianist and Diction Coach 
Laetitia Ruccolo

TECHNICAL PRODUCTION
Technical Director
Geoffrey Greene
Production Stage Manager
Joe Gladstone
Assistant Stage Managers
Lucy Coarsey, Kayla Beard
Wardrobe Supervisor
Patti Rogers
Wardrobe Assistant
Robbie Rankin
Wig and Makeup Assistant
Tammy Potts-Merritt

Wig and Makeup Crew
Alysia Faith, Julia Gallimore
Properties Master
Jamie Johnson
Properties Assistant
Angela Bynum
Light Board Operator
Diana Jacobs
Supertitles Cuemaster
Laetitia Ruccolo

KNOXVILLE OPERA DEEPLY APPRECIATES
THESE GENEROUS DONATIONS

Artist Accomodations
Baymont by Wyndham Knoxville 
 Cedar Bluff
Best Western Plus Cedar Bluff Inn
Comfort Inn and Suites West Town
Crowne Plaza Knoxville
Hampton Inn North
Dr. Paula MacMorran
Ms. Brenda Maupin

Artist Transportation
Ted Russell Lincoln
Rehearsal and Storage Facilities
Knox County Schools   
J.H. Schaad, Inc.
Supertitles Projector   
Regal Cinemas

AND MAJOR SUPPORT FROM
Robert H. &

Monica M. Cole
Foundation

The
Sood

Family

Nancy &
Charlie
Wagner



https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/baymont/knoxville-tennessee/baymont-inn-knoxville-cedar-bluff/overview


KNOXVILLE OPERA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OFFICERS

 Chair    Trey Coleman
 Chair-elect   Eden McNabb Bishop
 Treasurer   Heather L. Martin
 Secretary   Karen Nidiffer

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

 Artistic    Andrew Wentzel
 Development   Natalie Dowling
 Directors   Eden Bishop McNabb
 Education/Outreach  Walter Mencer
 Finance    Heather L. Martin
 Marketing & Public Relations Madeline McAdams Griffey
 Rossini Festival   Beckye Justice Thomas

DIRECTORS

Peter A. Acly*
Stephen Backiel
Whitfield Bailey
Robert M. Baird
Kim Ballard
Eden McNabb Bishop
Dr. Kurt F. Brandt
Betsey R. Bush*†

Allison Campbell
Trey Coleman
Coby Cooper
Justin Cross
Natalie Dowling
Phyllis N. Driver
Allison Easterday
Dr. Roberto Fernandez-Romero
Dr. James Gorney
Madeline McAdams Griffey
Richard M. Grover
Jacque Hawks

Anna Fox Hinds
Ken Knight
Dr. Sharon Lord
Robert S. Marquis
Heather L. Martin
Jeanie Turner Melton
Walter Mencer
Julia Mullaney
Karen S. Nidiffer
Michael A. Rodgers*
Frank Rosamond
Dr. Steedman A. Sarbah
Zane Scarlett
Dr. Evelyn Sevilla
Margaret Sood
Dr. Jack Talmadge
Beckye Justice Thomas
Charles Wagner
Andrew Wentzel*

GENERAL COUNSEL

Taylor A. Williams

*Honorary Director     †Deceased



Upcoming Guild Events
March 29

May 3

May 17

June 13

The Knoxville Opera Guild provides 
volunteers, events designed to 
complement Knoxville Opera’s season, 
and encourages support for the 
company.

Membership starts at $40 and is a 
great way to get involved.

Visit knoxvilleopera.com/kog for more 
information on how you can join.

Support Knoxville Opera
by Becoming a Guild Member



16TH ANNIVERSARY

PRESIDENT

Julia Mullaney

IMMEDIATE PAST 

PRESIDENT

Madeline McAdams   
 Griffey

PRESIDENT-ELECT

Michael Kull

TREASURER

Theresa Stone

SECRETARY 

Robin Gold

DIRECTORS

Moody Altamimi
Stephen Backiel
Eden McNabb Bishop
Randi Boeje
Rhonda Bostick
Catherine Braunstein
Michelle Brewer
Mark Champion
Kay Montgomery Clayton
Janan Dakak
Sonia Diaz
Natalie Dowling
Phyllis Driver
Audrey Duncan
Susana Esrequis
Kelly Fletcher
Melinda Grimac
Judy Henry
Mary Kay Henry

Nieves Killefer
Paula MacMorran
Angela Masini
Doug McKamey
Lee Moreland
Susan Morris
Marta Nagy
Christine Pienkowski
Dr. Denia Ramirez
Jan Simpson
Robin Smith
Jennie Sullivan
Yuka Williams
Andrea Wright 
Lynne Wright

KNOXVILLE OPERA GUILD BOARD OF DIRECTORS

https://www.knoxvilleopera.com/croquet/
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The Board and Staff of Knoxville Opera expresses deep appreciation 
to our many friends for their generous support.
*indicates partial or whole in-kind contribution

ANNUAL FUND
Knoxville Opera gratefully recognizes the following gifts 

received April 16, 2019 - January 22, 2020.
Gifts received after this date will be recognized in future playbills.

◆ MAESTRO’S COUNCIL ◆
The Maestro’s Council includes support from businesses, 

foundations, and government agencies.

$100,000+
Knoxville Opera Guild

$50,000 - $99,999
Anonymous
The Aslan Foundation
Tennessee Arts    
 Commission

$35,000 - $49,999
Pilot Flying J

$25,000 - $34,999
Knox County, Mayor   
 Glenn Jacobs
Dr. Sharon Lord    
 Associates
Regal Cinemas
Schaad Companies*

$15,000 - $24,999
Best Western Cedar   
 Bluff*
City of Knoxville, Mayor   
 Indya Kincannon
Robert H. & Monica M.   
 Cole Foundation
KaTom Restaurant Supply

$10,000 - $14,999
Crowne Plaza Knoxville* 
Hamblen County   
 Foundation
Home Federal Bank
National Endowment 
 for the Arts
YMCA of East Tennessee

$5,000 - $9,999
Arts and Heritage Fund
Clarion Inn and Suites   
 Knoxville West*
Comfort Inn and Suites   
 Knoxville West*
Eagle Distributing
Event Rentals by   
 Rothchild
Knoxville Symphony   
 Orchestra*
Rotary Club of Knoxville

$2,500 - $4,999
Baymont Inn and Suites,  
 I-75 Knoxville North* 
Baymont by Wyndham   
 Cedar Bluff*

Cymorth IT*
First Horizon Foundation
HomeTrust Bank
Ted Russell Lincoln*
VIP Knoxville*
WUOT*

$1,000 - $2,499
Arcade Building, Melinda  
 & Kevin Grimac*
Bravo! Cucina Italiana*
Days Inn by Wyndham   
 Knoxville East*
East Tennessee   
 Foundation
Pinnacle Financial   
 Partners
Swann Endowment 
WATE*

Under $1,000
Akima Club

◆ INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTORS ◆
Diamond Benefactors
$25,000+
Anonymous
Ann & Steve Bailey
Dr. Sharon Lord
The Sood Family
Nancy & Charlie Wagner

Platinum Benefactors
$10,000 - $24,999
Margaret L. Goodman
Joe Sullivan

Gold Benefactors
$5,000 - $9,999
Gov. & Mrs. Bill Haslam

Lindsay & Jim McDonough
Karen Sisk
John & Nancy Stewart
Alice Torbett

Silver Benefactors
$2,500 - $4,999
Mr. & Mrs. Pete DeBusk



Mark & Catherine Hill
Fred & Karen Nidiffer
Townes L. Osborn &   
 Robert S. Marquis
Drs. Steedman &   
 Catherine Sarbah
Zane & Teresa Scarlett
Evelyn A. Sevilla, MD

Bronze Benefactors
$1,000 - $2,499
Peter Acly & 
 Ellen Robinson
Anonymous
Steve Backiel & Terry   
 Vanderplas
Whitfield & Brittany Bailey
Robert & Patty Baird
Dr. Myrwood C. Besozzi
Eden & Chris Bishop
Drs. Kurt Brandt & 
 Dawn Huff
Catherine Braunstein
Charles & Marion Burger
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Campbell
Trey & Christy Coleman
F. Michael Combs
Mr. Robert Croley
Natalie & Jared Dowling
Ely and Phyllis Driver
Kathryn Kinnard Freeman
Katherin & Sedat Goluoglu
Dr. James Gorney &
 Dr. Beverly Gibbons
Madeline & Doug Griffey
Jacque & Cliff Hawks
Dr. Robert Hightower
Anna Fox Hinds
Heather L. Martin
Cheryl & Tod McMillan
Jeanie Turner Melton
Julia & Mike Mullaney
Leslie & Ken Parent
Mary Ann & David Piper
Mary B. Rayson
Denia Ramirez &
 Roberto Fernandez
Dr. Howard Skinner
Norene J. Stallworth
Dr. & Mrs. Jack Talmadge
Bob & Beckye Thomas
Jackie Wilson

John Winbigler
The Wortham Family
Jim & Linda Yates

Grand Patrons
$500- $999
Dr. James Ball
Kenneth B. Carpenter
Drs. Dan & Jane Conrad
Mary Lou Daugherty
Robert J. & 
 Lana Daverman
Blanche & Larry Dresner
Mr. & Mrs. Geoffrey Greene
Dr. & Mrs. Don 
 Richard Heiser
Dr. Jan Henley
Chris & Sheila Hill
Dr. Ray & Linda Holton
Michael & Vicki Johnson
Dr. James E. Lawler
Owen & Magdalene Liles
Marylees Miller
Dr. & Mrs. E. Jay Mounger
Lester & Pat Petrie
Dr. & Mrs. Ronald Rimer
Edward & Mary Anne   
 Sedlmeier
R. Ted Smith &
 David Butler
Malcolm & 
 Elizabeth Spica
Theresa Stone
Jennie Sullivan & 
 Carl Keaney
Don & Fran Wheeler
Barton & Barbara Whitman

Patrons Under $500
Dr. Carol Akerman
Mary Alford
AmazonSmile Foundation
Andrea “Pandy” Anderson
Rosalind Andrews
Anonymous
Ylliana & Todd Arnsby
Scott Bailey
Ron & Linda Battle
Bernard & Barbara   
 Bernstein
Liesl Bold
Harry L. Boston

Sharon Boyce & 
 Jack Woodall
C. Gayle Burnett
Mr. & Mrs. John L. Butler
Bill Campbell
Carol S. Campbell
Richard & Roberta Carlin
Jerry & Charlotte Cochran
Maurizio Conti
Lucinda Denton
Susana Esrequis &   
 Ramon Leon
Robert E. Freeman
Rosemary Gilliam
Bev & Katy Gooch
Nancy M. Goslee
Barbara Grove
Melvyn & Edith Halbert
Allie L. Harmon, Jr.
Gordon Hendrich &   
 Laurie Andrews
Helen Holt
Robyn James
Craig & Pamela Kallio
Carol M. Kardos
Lewis & Debbie Kinnard
Kroger
Carol B. Lamb
Dr. Wendell & Meredith   
 Liemohn
Mark & Peggy Littmann
Rita Nina Lund
Patricia Lynes
William Martella
W. Peter Marwede, MD
Sandra Mitchell-Woods
Mariannina Montag
Ann Mostoller
John Osborne
John D. Parker
Anne Parks-Johnson
Mark Paulley
Jim & Sandy Pease
Dr. & Mrs. Rolland 
 F. Regester
Mary & Mike Ripley
Rob & Mary Ritchie
John & Kay Rodgers
Lesley & Bernard   
 Rosenblatt
Ginny & Pete Rowlett
Gilya G. Schmidt



Sam & Marie Sheddan
Hilary Shreter
Teresa Skinner-Berger
Judy & Warren Smull
Bernard M. Starner
Garrett, Amanda &   
 Silessa Stroud

Dr. Mary Kay Sullivan
Donna J. Terzak
Richardson & Marilyn   
 Turner
Nancy & Aleck Van Hook
Jean C. Vaughan
Julia D. Webb

Geoffrey & Linda Wheatley
William & Linda Wheeler
Robert P. Wilson
YourCause
Steve & Deborah Zimo

◆ TRIBUTE GIFTS ◆
Gifts can be made to honor or memorialize a friend, loved one, special occasion, 
or an organization.

Honorariums

Dr. Bruce Avery
 Dr. Shirley Avery
Hebe Backiel
 Eden & Chris Bishop
 Catherine Braunstein
Mary Tarpley Baker
 Mary Ella Swain
Don Brakebill
 Eden & Chris Bishop
Merwyn Champion
 Eden & Chris Bishop
 Catherine Braunstein
 Ely and Phyllis Driver
Walter K. Duerksen
 Penny Duerksen
Ann Exum
 Jackie Wilson
Dr. Robert H. Harvey
 Mrs. Edwina P. Harvey
Dr. James H. Lord
 Dr. Sharon Lord
Dan McGehee
 Esther Blevins
 Marie Butler
 Diana & Brian Salesky
 Charles A. Wagner III
 Jackie Wilson

Helen McNabb
 W.R. McNabb
Earnestine Marie 
 Mitchell-Thomas
 Diana & Brian Salesky
Mrs. Della H. Oliver
 Cassandra Y. Spann
Martha Lee Osborne
 Eleanor & Bill Barron
 Diana & Brian Salesky
Virginia K. Patterson
 Ann Wilson Buttram
Bill Riley
 Lindy Riley
Jay L. Solod
 Donna Solod
Mary Wayland Sullivan
 Bernard & Barbara 
  Bernstein
 Eden & Chris Bishop
 Catherine Braunstein
 Kay Clayton
 Dave Miller, First   
  Horizon Bank 
 Ellie & Bob Kassem
 Sharon L. Lind
 Dr. Angela Masini &   

  Mr. Terry Grove
 W.R. McNabb
 Dr. & Mrs. E. Jay   
  Mounger
 Jennie & Bert Ritchie
 Stephen & 
  Kim Rosen
 Mr. & Mrs. J. William  
  Rudd
 Nicole Russler
 Diana & Brian Salesky
 Ron & Ebbie 
  Sandberg
 Carol C. Schmid
 Mr. and Mrs. 
  L. Caesar Stair III
 Jennie Sullivan &   
  Carl Keaney
 Ann Taylor
 Joseph B. Trahern, Jr.
 Lawson Wetli
 Judith G. Wharton

Memorials

1st Church of Christ, 
Scientist
 David & Brenda Goslee
Eden & Chris Bishop
 Creekside Capital, Inc.

Drs. Bev Gibbons 
 & Jim Gorney
 Stephen Manza
Madeline Griffey
 Eden & Chris Bishop

Felicia Harris Hoehne
 William F. Regas
Steven Mears
 Dana Mears
Brian Salesky
 Mary Ellen & Steve   
  Brewington



https://www.pilotflyingj.com/

