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The 2019-2020 Season is presented
in loving memory of

Mary Wayland  Sullivan

July 15, 1938 - April 18, 2019

Born and raised in Knoxville, Mary led a life of total
devotion to her family, friends, church, and community.  

Knoxville Opera mourns the passing of
a great friend and loyal supporter.
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Brian Salesky
Executive & Artistic Director

UPCOMING PRODUCTIONS

ROMEO & JULIET
February 14 & 16, 2019

Tennessee Theatre

HARRIET TUBMAN
May 1 & 3, 2020

Bijou Theatre



MADAMA BUTTERFLY
Proudly sponsored by Dr. Sharon Lord

Music by Giacomo Puccini
Libretto by Luigi Illica and Giuseppe Giacosa

based on the novel Madame Chrysanthème by Pierre Loti,
the short story Madame Butterfly by John Luther Long,

and the play Madame Butterfly by David Belasco

First performance: February 17, 1904, Teatro alla Scala, Milan, Italy

Friday, October 25, 2019 at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, October 27, 2019 at 2:30 p.m.
Tennessee Theatre, Knoxville, Tennessee

Music Director and Conductor            Brian Salesky
Stage Director         Brian Deedrick
Lighting Designer     John Horner

Cast in order of vocal appearance

Benjamin Franklin Pinkerton, U.S. Navy lieutenant Richard Troxell
Goro, Japanese marriage broker    Nicholas Nestorak*
Suzuki, Cio-Cio-San’s house servant   Lisa Chavez*
Sharpless, U.S. Consul in Nagasaki   Sean Anderson
Cio-Cio-San (Madama Butterfly)    Danielle Pastin*
Cio-Cio-San’s mother     Sarah Beegle*
Cio-Cio-San’s aunt     Adia Evans*
Cio-Cio-San’s cousin     DeLaine Crutchfield*
Yakusidé, Cio-Cio-San’s uncle    Burt Rosevear
Imperial Commissioner     Matthew Huckaba*
Bonzo, a priest, Cio-Cio-San’s uncle   David Crawford
Prince Yamadori, Cio-Cio-San’s suitor   Matthew Huckaba*
Kate Pinkerton, B. F. Pinkerton’s wife   Sarah-Clementine Mire

Supernumeraries

Registrar      Andy Zimmerman
Cio-Cio-San’s son     Isla Burdette*

There will be one intermission after Act I of this three-hour performance.

The public is invited to greet the cast following the Sunday performance at 
Bravo! Cucina Italiana, 106 Major Reynolds Pl. on Bearden Hill (865-584-5510).

*Knoxville Opera debut



IS AN INVESTMENT IN OUR COMMUNITY

For over 40 years, Knoxville Opera has provided East Tennessee 
audiences with top-notch performances by stellar singers from 
here at home and around the world.  Audiences have marveled 
at gorgeous sets, ravishing music, and opera in unexpected 
places.  Each year, over 50,000 people – young and old – take in 
a performance at the Tennessee Theatre, witness an inspiring 
gospel concert in a local church, experience opera for the first in 
their school/Boys & Girls Club/YMCA, or enjoy the Rossini Festival 
International Street Fair on a Tennessee spring day.

We love the work we do, but it isn’t possible without you!  You 
make it possible for opera to thrive in East Tennessee by providing 
75% of our funding.  Your gift, large or small, makes a difference 
and has an impact right here in the city we love.

To make your contribution, leave a legacy gift in your estate, or to 
learn more about specific funding projects and the benefits of your 
gift, please contact Executive Director Brian Salesky at (865) 524-
0795, ext. 231 or bsalesky@knoxvilleopera.com, or send your gift 
to: Knoxville Opera, 612 E. Depot Ave., Knoxville, TN 37917. 



ACT I: A hill above the harbor of Nagasaki, Japan; beginning of the 20th Century.
U.S. Navy Lieutenant B. F. Pinkerton inspects the house he has leased from the 
marriage broker, Goro, who has just procured him a geisha wife, the 15-year-old 
Cio-Cio-San (Madame Butterfly). Pinkerton describes the carefree philosophy of a 
sailor roaming the world in search of pleasure to Sharpless, the American Consul. 
He is about to wed Cio-Cio-San with a 999-year marriage contract that contains a 
monthly renewal option. When Sharpless warns that the girl may not take her vows 
so lightly, Pinkerton brushes aside such scruples, saying he will one day marry a 
“real” American wife.  Cio-Cio-San is heard in the distance joyously anticipating 
her wedding. Upon entering, she tells Pinkerton how, when her family fell on hard 
times, she had to earn her living as a geisha. Her relatives bustle in, expressing 
their opinions on the marriage. In a quiet moment, Cio-Cio-San shows Pinkerton 
her few earthly possessions and tells him of her secret conversion to his Christian 
faith. After the Imperial Commissioner performs the wedding, the celebration is 
interrupted by Cio-Cio-San’s uncle Bonzo, a Buddhist priest, who curses the girl for 
having renounced her ancestors’ religion. Pinkerton angrily sends the guests away. 
Alone with Cio-Cio-San, he dries her tears, and she declares her love for him. 

ACT II: Three years later.
Although Cio-Cio-San and her servant Suzuki are now living in poverty, Cio-Cio-San 
urges her to have faith, proclaiming that one day her husband’s ship will appear on 
the horizon. Sharpless brings a letter from Pinkerton, but before he can read it, Goro 
comes with a suitor, the wealthy Prince Yamadori. The girl dismisses Goro and the 
prince, insisting that her American husband has not deserted her. When they are 
alone, Sharpless resumes reading the letter and suggests that Pinkerton might not 
return. Cio-Cio-San shocks Sharpless by introducing him to her child saying that as 
soon as Pinkerton knows he has a son he will surely come back. If he were not to 
return she tells Sharpless that she would rather die than go back to her former life 
as a geisha. After Sharpless departs, the despaired Cio-Cio-San hears a cannon 
shot. Through a telescope she spots Pinkerton’s ship entering the harbor. Delirious 
with joy, she and Suzuki fill the house with flowers. As night falls, Cio-Cio-San, 
Suzuki, and her child prepare their vigil, awaiting Pinkerton’s return.

As dawn breaks, voices of the arriving sailors are heard in the distance. Humming a 
lullaby to her child, Cio-Cio-San takes him to another room. Before long, Sharpless 
enters with Pinkerton and his American wife, Kate. When Suzuki realizes the 
woman’s identity, she collapses in grief but agrees to aid in breaking the news to 
Cio-Cio-San. Pinkerton, seized with remorse, bids an anguished farewell and rushes 
off. When Cio-Cio-San enters expecting to find him, she discovers Kate instead. 
Guessing the truth, the shattered Cio-Cio-San agrees to give up her child if his father 
will return for him. Then, sending Suzuki away, she takes out the dagger with which 
her father committed suicide and bows before a statue of Buddha, choosing to 
die with honor rather than live in disgrace. As Cio-Cio-San raises the blade, Suzuki 
pushes the child into the room. Sobbing farewell, Cio-Cio-San sends him into the 
garden to play and takes her own life.

SYNOPSIS



* Presents 
 Madame Butterfly 

 

And CELEBRATES her Indiana University colleague 
K.O. Executive and Artistic Director 

Maestro Brian Salesky 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

SALESKY’S MAJOR KNOXVILLE OPERA ACHIEVEMENTS INCLUDE:  

         As Executive Director, while obtaining tremendous donor support  
         and managing the Opera’s budget with an iron fist, he has created  
         14 consecutive years of debt-free operations while building an  
         operational reserve of over 1 million dollars. 
Maestro Salesky has also:  

          Produced 38 operas and 9 concerts, including a Mostly Mozart Festival 

          Produced 14 Rossini Festivals—Knoxville’s largest street festival 

          Produced 11 inspiring Knoxville Opera Goes To Church concerts 

          Appeared in over 1,000 continuously expanding Education/Community  
          Engagement programs, reaching more than 250,000 students!!! 

          Created an ongoing African-American Voices series 

          Produced 8 in-school opera productions 
                                                                          *Website: drsharonlord.com 



This marks Maestro BRIAN SALESKY’s 15th season as 
Knoxville Opera’s Executive and Artistic Director.  His 
administration has been marked by great artistic growth, 
a tremendous expansion of the company’s Education/
Outreach Program, and 14 consecutive years of debt-free, 
in-the-black operations. His tenure has been highlighted 
by significant new company repertoire (La Forza del 
Destino, The Girl of the Golden West, Manon, Mefistofele, 
Norma, I Puritani, Maria Stuarda) a unique three-venue 
Tosca, an on-site Cavalleria Rusticana at The Cathedral 
of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, and the company 
debuts of many exciting artists including Joyce El-Khoury, 
Jonathan Burton, Catherine Daniel, Rachele Gilmore, 

Donovan Singletary, Noah Stewart, Daniel Sumegi, and Talise Trevigne, who have 
gone on to international success.

Mr. Salesky has enjoyed a versatile, international career as a conductor of 
symphonic and chamber orchestras, opera and operetta, ballet and modern dance, 
Broadway musicals and popular music.  During his 50 years in the performing 
arts, he has also engaged in a wide variety of work as a producer/manager of 
concerts, opera, television, radio, and videos, and has distinguished himself as an 
accompanist, music arranger, fund-raiser, educator, lecturer, author, and consultant.  
Mr. Salesky first won critical plaudits during his six-year tenure as a resident 
conductor and administrator with the NYC Opera.  With the company in NYC and 
on tour in Los Angeles, Washington, and Mexico, his twenty-five-opera repertoire 
included the “Live From Lincoln Center” telecast of La Cenerentola.  He also served 
as the director of the NYC Opera National Company, conducting Carmen and La 
Traviata in 45 cities.  The conductor has also appeared with the opera companies 
of Barcelona, Sydney, Chicago, Cincinnati, Washington, D.C., Atlanta, Dayton, Central 
City, and Montana.  Maestro Salesky has performed with the leading symphony 
orchestras of Chicago, Madrid, Winnipeg, Peru, Denver, San Diego, Syracuse, the 
Kennedy Center, Grant Park (Chicago), Napa, South Bend, Greensboro, Utica, and 
Greeley, and the chamber of orchestras of Los Angeles, Milwaukee, Indianapolis, 
and Woodstock.  In his native NYC, Mr. Salesky has served as Music Director for the 
Congress of Strings, the Jamaica Symphony Orchestra, the Broadway revival of Man 
of La Mancha (starring Raúl Juliá) and as Resident Conductor of the Tony Award 
production of On Your Toes.  During his career he has conducted for legendary 
artists Catherine Malfitano, Renata Scotto, and Alfredo Kraus and has accompanied 
hundreds of singers including Joan Sutherland, Richard Tucker, Sherrill Milnes, 
Robert Merrill, and Carlo Bergonzi.

The Indiana University Phi Beta Kappa graduate’s range of activities have included 
positions with the Colorado Symphony, Utica Symphony, American Guild of Musical 
Artists, Walt Disney Studios, Indiana University, Hunter College, Israel Vocal Arts 
Institute, and the NYC Performing Arts Education Advisory Commission.  From 
1996 to 2001 he served as Co-founder, Executive Producer, and fund-raiser for the 
Raúl Juliá Ending Hunger Fund.
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BRIAN DEEDRICK
Stage Director

Knoxville Opera is delighted to welcome back 
international stage director Brian Deedrick following 
his very successful Knoxville productions of Lucia 
di Lammermoor, The Impresario/Gianni Schicchi, Die 
Fledermaus, The Elixir of Love, Mefistofele, The Pirates 
of Penzance, La Bohème, and Maria Stuarda. As a 

freelance opera and theatre director, his work takes him all over Canada and the 
United States, with occasional forays as far afield as Casalmaggiore, Italy and Tel 
Aviv. During his years as Artistic Director of Edmonton Opera, some of his favorite 
productions there include Fidelio, Otello, Julius Caesar, Falstaff, Weill in Weimar, The 
Emperor of Atlantis, The Abduction from the Seraglio, and South Pacific. Selected 
freelance opera credits have included Turandot and Aida for Fort Worth Opera, 
Don Giovanni for Austin Lyric Opera, Otello and La Bohème for L’Opéra de Québec, 
Eugene Onegin and Tosca for Opera Carolina, The Flying Dutchman for Baltimore 
Opera, L’Elisir d’amore and The Pearl Fishers for Arizona Opera and The Merry Widow 
and Don Pasquale in Honolulu. Mr. Deedrick’s most recent projects have included La 
Bohème in Winnipeg, Manitoba and Candide in Edmonton. Upcoming productions 
include Carmen for Manitoba Opera and Turandot for Opera Grand Rapids.When not 
directing, the Canadian native works as a city tour guide in Berlin, Germany. 
“Bob Orth, this one’s for you.”



ROMEO AND JULIET…staged, costumed, 
abbreviated version in English of the classic play 
set to Gounod’s beautiful music. In 2012, 12,500 
Knox County students enjoyed this 45-minute 
presentation! This year’s revival includes a vibrant 
Q&A between students and singers.

KNOXVILLE OPERA’S EXCITING 2019-2020
EDUCATION/COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT PROGRAM

Tens of thousands of students have enjoyed 
OPERA 101, a 45-minute, high-energy, entertaining 
introduction to opera/musical theatre. Selections 
include popular Broadway songs, operetta, and 
opera in English and foreign languages. The 
student/singer Q&A is also a critical part of this 
program.

The AFRICAN-AMERICAN VOICES SERIES presents 
leading African-American artists who perform and 
converse with students about their life journey, 
the advantages of a college education, and the 
commitments/sacrifices required to succeed in all 
endeavors. This season’s artists include Broadway/
Met Opera star Janinah Burnett who is performing 
the title role in KO’s Harriet Tubman.
KNOXVILLE OPERA GOES TO CHURCH! For 11 
years KO has presented a unique concert mixing 
gospel and spirituals with Broadway and opera. The 
KO Gospel Choir is joined by fabulous local soloists 
and principal guest artists from the concurrent 
opera production. Hallelujah!  

19th ANNUAL KNOXVILLE OPERA ROSSINI 
FESTIVAL INTERNATIONAL STREET FAIR. KO 
treats tens of thousands of fans to 750 performers 
and over 100 artisan and food vendors for 10 hours 
of family entertainment, education, and the YMCA 
FunZone for kids!  

And…presentations at Student Dress Rehearsals, Beck Cultural Exchange 
Center, Libraries, Community Law Office Programs, Master Classes, Cancer 
Support Community Center, Pellissippi State Community College, HoLa 
Festival, Pridefest, and much more!

For further details about these programs and to make a contribution 
towards their success, please visit KnoxvilleOpera.com.



DANIELLE PASTIN (Cio-Cio-San)
Sponsored thanks to the generosity of Katom Restaurant Supply, Inc.

Birthplace:  Portsmouth, Virginia
Foreign Opera: Royal Albert Hall Opera, Savonlinna Opera 
(Finland), Manitoba Opera
U.S. Opera: Metropolitan Opera, Santa Fe Opera, Pittsburgh 
Opera, Dallas Opera, Virginia Opera, Nashville Opera, Palm Beach 
Opera, Arizona Opera, Kentucky Opera, Toledo Opera, Opera 
Naples, Syracuse Opera, Dayton Opera, Pensacola Opera, Opera 
Maine, Central City Opera, Austin Opera, Annapolis Opera, Fresno 
Grand Opera, Finger Lakes Opera
U.S. Orchestras/Festivals: Asheville Symphony, Reno Chamber 
Orchestra, Northern Lights Music Festival 
Website: www.daniellepastin.com

“I consider Cio-Cio-San to be the hardest role that I have sung and 
a character I dearly love.  The role is a lesson in pacing -- vocally, 
physically, and dramatically. Vocally, you have to sound like a 
15-year-old teenager at the beginning. Then, as Butterfly’s situation 
gets increasingly desperate, you can sound more mature going 
from 15 to 18 years old. Being on stage the entire opera requires 
great physical strength and the discipline to not project the end of 
the story while always remaining focused in the moment.” 

MEET THE ARTISTS

RICHARD TROXELL (Lt. B. F. Pinkerton)
Sponsored thanks to the generosity of Dr. Sharon Lord

Birthplace: Thurmont, Maryland
Foreign Opera: National Center for Performing arts (Beijing), 
Opera Australia, Landscape Opera (New Zealand), Opera 
Narodowa (Warsaw), Teatro de la Maestranza (Seville), Teatro 
del Lago (Chile), Theater Basel (Switzerland), L’ Opéra de Monte 
Carlo, Théâtre du Capitole de Toulouse, Théâtre de Caen, Opéra 
Comique de Paris, Opéra de Montpellier, Théâtre des Arts 
(Rouen), Vancouver Opera, Opéra de Montréal, Calgary Opera, 
Hamilton Opera (Ontario), Opera Lyra (Ottawa), New Israeli Opera
Foreign Festival:  Festival Lyrique de Belle-Île en Mer (France), St. 
Barts Music Festival 
U.S. Opera: Knoxville Opera (The Barber of Seville, La Bohème, 
Cavalleria Rusticana), Metropolitan Opera, Washington National 
Opera, Los Angeles Opera, Houston Grand Opera, San Diego 
Opera, Opera Theatre of St. Louis, Cincinnati Opera, New York 
City Opera, Minnesota Opera, New Orleans Opera, Virginia 
Opera, Portland Opera, Palm Beach Opera, Nashville Opera, 





SEAN ANDERSON (Sharpless) 
Sponsored thanks to the generosity of Alice Torbett

Birthplace: New York, New York
Foreign Opera: Opera Theatre of Lucca
U.S. Opera: Knoxville Opera (Die Fledermaus, The Elixir of Love, 
H.M.S. Pinafore, The Pirates of Penzance, The Impresario, Gianni 
Schicchi), Santa Fe Opera, New York City Opera,  Baz Luhrman’s 
La Bohème on Broadway, Sarasota Opera, Indianapolis Opera, 
Opera Columbus, Chautauqua Opera, Opera New Jersey, 
Pittsburgh Opera Theatre, Opera Delaware, Opera Southwest, 
Intermountain Opera (Montana), Dicapo Opera , Ohio Light 
Opera, Princeton Opera
Website: www.SeanDavidAnderson.com

“My most difficult role to date has been President Richard Nixon 
in Adam’s Nixon in China. The rhythmic complexity of the piece 
defied all attempts at memorization. There were sections that I 
only had a 70% chance of singing correctly even after a full year 
of rigorous study. Tremendously challenging.” 

Dayton Opera, Boston Lyric Opera, Cleveland Opera, San Antonio 
Opera, Opera Colorado, Cleveland Opera, Madison Opera, Opera 
Pacific, Chattanooga Symphony & Opera, Arizona Opera, Fort 
Worth Opera, Opera Carolina, Central City Opera, Opera Roanoke, 
Kentucky Opera, Toledo Opera, Mississippi Opera, Opera 
Saratoga, Greater Buffalo Opera, Florida Opera
U.S. Orchestras and Festivals: Philadelphia Orchestra, San 
Francisco Symphony, Pittsburgh Symphony, American Symphony, 
Detroit Symphony, St. Louis Symphony, Cincinnati Pops, Colorado 
Symphony, Orlando Philharmonic, Lancaster Symphony, Greater 
Spartanburg Philharmonic, Flint Symphony, Naples Symphony, 
Madison Symphony,  Lubbock Symphony, Columbus Symphony, 
Ocean City Pops; Spoleto Festival USA, Aspen Music Festival, 
Castleton Festival 
Opera DVDs: Madama Butterfly, La Rondine, Cyrano de Bergerac
Website: www.RichardTroxell.tv

“Besides being a husband and a dad who is constantly on the road, 
I would say one of the most challenging roles I have performed is 
Hoffmann in Offenbach’s Les Contes d’Hoffmann. It is also one 
of my favorite roles. It requires a wide range of vocal styles from 
beautiful, intimate singing to dramatic, intense singing. I’m in love 
with four different women and the music reflects the four different 
relationships, demanding a wide range of acting and vocal skill to 
make the performance a success.” 
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NICHOLAS NESTORAK (Goro) 
Sponsored thanks to the generosity of Lindsay & Jim McDonough

Birthplace: Royal Oak, Michigan
U.S. Opera: Wolf Trap Opera, Opera Grand Rapids, Opera 
Carolina, Palm Beach Opera, Austin Opera, Cedar Rapids Opera, 
Toledo Opera, Opera Roanoke, Opera Fayetteville 
U.S. Festivals: Glimmerglass Opera Festival, Crested Butte 
Music Festival 
Website: www.nicholasnestorak.com

LISA CHAVEZ (Suzuki)
Sponsored thanks to the generosity of Ann & Steve Bailey

Birthplace:  Oakland, California
Foreign Opera: Szeged National Theatre (Hungary) 
U.S. Opera: New York City Opera, Sarasota Opera, Shreveport 
Opera, Opera San Jose, Washington Opera Society, Opera 
Parallèle (San Francisco), Dicapo Opera, Opera in Williamsburg, 
Opera Company of Middlebury, Opera New England, Opera New 
Jersey
U.S. Orchestras: One World Symphony, Billings Symphony  
Website: www.lisachavez.com

“The most challenging opera that I have performed would have 
to be Dolores Claiborne by Tobias Picker. The opera had an 
extremely wide range vocally, and the character was on stage 
throughout the entire piece. There was quite a bit of stage 
fighting that had to be very realistic as the performance venue 
was an intimate space with the audience just feet away. The 
music was very difficult and the conductor was only visible by 
two small monitors. Difficult, but rewarding.”

DAVID CRAWFORD (Bonzo) 

Birthplace: Sewickley, Pennsylvania
Foreign Opera: Ozawa Music Academy Opera (Japan)
Foreign Festival: Wexford Festival (Ireland) 
U.S. Opera: Knoxville Opera (Lucia di Lammermoor), 
Metropolitan Opera, Atlanta Opera, Boston Lyric Opera, Des 
Moines Metro Opera, Chautauqua Opera
U.S. Orchestras: Knoxville Symphony, Columbus Symphony, 
Chautauqua Symphony, New England Symphonic Ensemble
Website: www.ada-artists.com/bass-baritone-david-crawford
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BAYMONT INN AND SUITES, 
I-75 KNOXVILLE NORTH

6712 Central Avenue Pike
Knoxville, TN  37912

865-689-6600

SARAH-CLEMENTINE MIRE  (Kate Pinkerton) 

Birthplace: Lubbock, Texas
U.S. Opera: Knoxville Opera (Gianni Schicchi), San Antonio Lyric 
Opera, Britten at 100 Symposium, Texas Tech Opera Theatre, 
Lubbock Moonlight Musicals, Moonlight Broadway, Rose Rock 
Opera Institute, University of Tennessee Opera Theatre
U.S. Orchestras: Lubbock Symphony, Texas Tech Symphony

MATTHEW HUCKABA (Commissario, Yamadori) 

Birthplace: Knoxville, Tennessee
U.S. Opera: Janiec Opera Company



BAYMONT BY WYNDHAM 
KNOXVILLE / CEDAR BLUFF

865 5317444
209 MARKET PLACE BLVD

KNOXVILLE, TN 37922

Symphony No. 9 in D Minor, Op. 125 

43

View the full repertoire at knoxvillesymphony.com.  
CALL 865.291.3310 TO ORDER TODAY!

SWINGIN’ JAZZ  
AND SYMPHONY

SUPER DIAMOND

MICHAEL 
GRANDINETTI

SINGIN’ IN 
THE RAIN

TICKETS ON  
SALE NOW!

2 0 1 9 – 2 0 2 0  
S E A S O N

Singin’ in the Rain:  
Film + Orchestra

Symphony of  
Illusions with  

Michael Grandinetti

Super Diamond:  
The Ultimate Neil 
Diamond Tribute

Swingin’ Jazz  
and Symphony

Highlights include:



KNOXVILLE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
Aram Demirjian, Music Director

Natalie L. Haslam, Music Director Chair

VIOLIN I     
William Shaub, 
Concertmaster, Clayton 
Family Chair                                              
Gordon Tsai, Associate 
Concertmaster, Joseph A. 
Fielden Family Chair
Sean K. Claire
Ikuko Koizumi
Audrey Pride
Mary Pulgar
Mary Ann Fee Fennell, 
Principal

VIOLIN II
Edward Pulgar, Principal, 
Gleb Mamantov Chair
Rachel Loseke
Zofia Glaushauser
I Pei Lin
Kyle Venlet
Jeffrey Brannen

VIOLA
Kathryn Gawne, Principal
Eunsoon Lee-Corliss, 
Assistant Principal
Jennifer Bloch
Bill Pierce

CELLO
Andy Bryenton, Principal
Theodore I. Kartal
Ildar Khuziakhmetov, Mary 
and Joe Sullivan Chair
Stacy M. Nickell

BASS
Steve Benne, Principal
Yan Peng

FLUTE
Hannah Hammel, Principal, 
Karen Keys and Keith 
Walburn Bryan Chair
Jill Bartine

OBOE
Claire Chenette, Principal

CLARINET
Gary Sperl, Principal
Mark Tucker, Traver Family 
Chair

BASSOON
Aaron Apaza, Principal

HORN
Jeffery Whaley, Principal
Sean Donovan

TRUMPET
Sarah Fellenbaum
Glenda Cloutier

TROMBONE
Elisabeth Mandel

TIMPANI
Michael Combs, Associate 
Principal

PERCUSSION
Bob Adamcik, 
Co-Principal
Andrew Adzima

HARP
Cindy Hicks, Principal

DIR. OF OPERATIONS
Jon Agazzi

PERSONNEL MANAGER/
LIBRARIAN
Mark Tucker

KNOXVILLE OPERA CHORUS
Don Townsend, Chorus Master

WOMEN
Melissa Brooks-Greene
Emily Deyton
Hannah Friend
Emily Johnson
Cornelia Lotito

Meghan Mayes
Sarah Clementine Mire
Anne Rosevear
Cynthia Smith
Shannon Stuck

Ellen Sudarshan
Angela Varnon
Whitney Wells
Rylee Worstell

MEN
Mason Evans
Breyon Ewing
Maurice Hendricks
Miles Jenkins

Patrick Minton
Timothy Pope
Matthew Rajkowski

Ernie Roberts
Derek Stull
Eric White



COMFORT INN & SUITES 
KNOXVILLE WEST

7737 Kingston Pike, 
Knoxville, TN, 37919

Phone: (865) 690-0034



AND MAJOR SUPPORT FROM

Executive and Artistic Director                         Brian Salesky
Production Manager and Chorus Master       Don Townsend
Finance and Ticketing Manager                       N. Marie Butler
Executive Asst. & Graphic Design Associate  Esther B. Blevins

ARTISTIC PRODUCTION

KNOXVILLE OPERA STAFF

Costumes Designed for Utah Symphony &   
  Opera by Alice Bristow
Bonzo Costume Skylight Music Theatre
Makeup and Hair Designer                                Sondra Nottingham
Rehearsal Pianist Eileen Downey

TECHNICAL PRODUCTION
Technical Director                                               Geoffrey Greene
Production Stage Manager                                Joe Gladstone
Assistant Stage Manager                                   Seamus Ricci
Wardrobe Supervisor Patricia Rogers 
Assistant to Ms. Rogers                                     Robbie Rankin
Light Board Operator                                         Diana Jacobs
Properties Crew Jamie Johnson, Angela Bynum
Supertitles Cue Master Eileen Downey

Artist Accommodations
Baymont by Wyndham Cedar Bluff Days Inn by Wyndham Knoxville East
Baymont Inn & Suites I-75 Knoxville North Robin Gold
Patsy Burdette Melinda and Kevin Grimac
Mark Champion  Dr. Paula MacMorran
Clarion Inn & Suites Knoxville West  Brenda Maupin
Comfort Inn & Suites Knoxville West Ernie Roberts

Artist Transportation
Ted Russell Lincoln
                                  

Rehearsal and Storage Facilities
Knox County Schools          J. H. Schaad, Inc.
                                          
Supertitles Projector
Regal Cinemas

KNOXVILLE OPERA DEEPLY APPRECIATES 
THESE GENEROUS DONATIONS

Nancy &
Charlie
Wagner



(865) 531-2151
9217 Parkwest Blvd. Suite A3 Knoxville, TN 37923 

Experience the most experienced hands in BOTOX®
therapy for chronic headaches, cervical dystonia, 
chronic neck pain, blepharospasm, facial spasm, and 
spasticity with over 5,600 patients treated as of
 Oct. 4, 2019, with a 90% success rate!

Outpatient Neurology, Headache & Wellness Clinic 

Knoxville’s First and Only Dedicated Outpatient Headache Facility
EXPERIENCE

the narcotic-free* alternative to
MIGRAINE/HEADACHE

RELIEF

Dr. Sevilla has successfully applied a comprehensive non-narcotic approach to 
hundreds of headachers from as far as Richmond, Chesapeake, and Abingdon 
(Virginia), Atlanta (Georgia), Chicago (Illinois), Philadelphia and Hershey 
(Pennsylvania), Washington DC, Mobile and Huntsville (Alabama), Memphis, 
Nashville, Chattanooga, and Tri-Cities (Tennessee), North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Kentucky, Indiana, and Florida improving their productivity and 
quality of life.

* �is practice is not for narcotic and disability seekers.

DAYS INN BY WYNDHAM 
KNOXVILLE EAST

5423 Asheville Highway
Knoxville, TN 37914

865-951-7458



KNOXVILLE OPERA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chair  Trey Coleman
Chair-elect  Eden McNabb Bishop
Treasurer  Heather L. Martin
Secretary  Karen Nidiffer

OFFICERS

DIRECTORS
Peter A. Acly*
Stephen Backiel
Whitfield Bailey
Robert M. Baird
Kim Ballard
Eden McNabb Bishop
Dr. Kurt F. Brandt
Betsey R. Bush*†
Allison Campbell
Trey Coleman
Coby Cooper
Justin Cross 
Natalie Dowling
Phyllis N. Driver
Roberto Fernandez-Romero, MD
Dawn Michelle Foster
Dr. James Gorney
Madeline McAdams Griffey
Richard M. Grover

Jacque Hawks
Anna Fox Hinds
Ken Knight
Dr. Sharon Lord
Robert S. Marquis
Heather L. Martin
Jeanie Turner Melton
Walter Mencer*
Julia Mullaney
Karen S. Nidiffer
Michael A. Rodgers*
Frank Rosamond
Dr. Steedman A. Sarbah
Zane Scarlett
Dr. Evelyn Sevilla
Margaret Sood
Dr. Jack Talmadge
Beckye Justice Thomas
Andrew Wentzel*

GENERAL COUNSEL
Taylor A. Williams

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Artistic  Andrew Wentzel
Development  Natalie Dowling
Directors  Eden Bishop McNabb
Education/Outreach Walter Mencer
Finance  Heather L. Martin
Marketing and Public Relations Madeline McAdams Griffey
Rossini Festival  Beckye Justice Thomas

*Honorary Director   †Deceased



The Knoxville Opera Guild provides 
volunteers, events designed to 
complement Knoxville Opera’s season, 
and encourages support for the 
company.

Membership starts at $40 and is a great 
way to get involved.

Visit knoxvilleopera.com/kog for more 
information on how you can join.

Support Knoxville Opera
by Becoming a Guild Member

December 5
Holiday Opera Up Close 

Dinner

January 16
Romeo & Juliet 

Opera Up Close Dinner

February 14
Romeo & Juliet 
VIP Experience

February 16
Pre-Opera Brunch

March 29
Opera Up Close 

High Tea

May 3
Pre-Opera Brunch

May 17
Knoxville Croquet 

Tournament

June 13
Martini Party

UPCOMING GUILD EVENTS



KNOXVILLE OPERA GUILD BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT
Julia Mullaney

IMMEDIATE PAST 
PRESIDENT
Madeline McAdams 
Griffey

PRESIDENT-ELECT
Michael Kull

TREASURER
Theresa Stone

SECRETARY
Robin Gold

DIRECTORS
Moody Altamimi
Stephen Backiel
Eden McNabb Bishop
Randi Boeje
Rhonda Bostick
Catherine Braunstein
Michelle Brewer
Mark Champion
Kay Clayton
Janan Dakak
Natalie Dowling
Phyllis Driver
Audrey Duncan
Susana Esrequis
Kelly Fletcher
Robin Gold
Madeline Griffey
Melinda Grimac

Judy Henry
Mary Kay Henry
Nieves Killefer
Michael Kull
Paula MacMorran
Angela Masini
Douglas McKamey
Susan Morris
Julia Mullaney
Marta Nagy
Christine Pienkowski
Jan Simpson
Robin Smith
Theresa Stone
Jennie Sullivan
Lynne Wright
Andrea Wright



The Board and Staff of Knoxville Opera expresses deep appreciation 
to our many friends for their generous support.
*indicates partial or whole in-kind contribution

ANNUAL FUND
Knoxville Opera gratefully recognizes the following gifts 

received April 16 - October 8, 2019.
Gifts received after this date will be recognized in future playbills.

MAESTRO’S COUNCIL
The Maestro’s Council includes support from businesses, 

foundations, and government agencies.

$100,000+
Knoxville Opera Guild

$50,000 - $99,999
Anonymous
The Aslan Foundation
Tennessee Arts   
  Commission

$35,000 - $49,999
Pilot Flying J
Schaad Companies*

$25,000 - $34,999
Dr. Sharon Lord    
 Associates
Knox County, Mayor   
 Glenn Jacobs
Regal Cinemas
Schaad Companies*

$15,000 - $24,999
City of Knoxville, Mayor
 Madeline Rogero
Robert H. and Monica M.  
 Cole Foundation

KaTom Restaurant   
 Supply, Inc.

$10,000 - $14,499
Best Western Cedar   
 Bluff*
Hamblen County   
 Foundation
Home Federal Bank
National Endowment for  
 the Arts
YMCA of East Tennessee

$5,000 - $9,999
Arts and Heritage Fund
Clarion Inn & Suites   
 Knoxville West*
Crowne Plaza Knoxville*
Comfort Inn & Suites   
 Knoxville West*
Eagle Distributing
Events by Rothchild
Knoxville Symphony   
 Orchestra*
Rotary Club of Knoxville

$2,500 -  $4,999
Baymont by Wyndham   
 Cedar Bluff*
Cymorth IT*
First Tennessee   
 Foundation
HomeTrust Bank
Ted Russell Lincoln*
VIP Knoxville*
WUOT*

$1,000 - $2,499
Arcade Building, 
 Melinda & Kevin   
 Grimac*
Baymont Inn & Suites   
 I-75 Knoxville North*
Bravo! Cucina Italiana*
Days Inn by Wyndham   
 Knoxville East*
Swann Endowment
WATE*

Under $1,000
Akima Club

INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTORS
Diamond Benefactors
$25,000+
Ann & Steve Bailey
Dr. Sharon Lord
The Sood Family
Nancy & Charlie Wagner

Platinum Benefactors
$10,000 - $24,999
Margaret L. Goodman
Joe Sullivan

Gold Benefactors
$5,000 - $9,999
Lindsay & 
 Jim McDonough
Alice Torbett

Silver Benefactors
$2,500 - $4,999
Mark & Catherine Hill
Fred & Karen Nidiffer

Townes Osborn &
 Bob Marquis
Zane & Teresa Scarlett
Evelyn A. Sevilla, MD

Bronze Benefactors
$1,000 - $2,499
Anonymous
Steve Backiel & 
 Terry Vanderplas
Whitfield & Brittany Bailey



Robert & Patty Baird
Dr. Myrwood C. Besozzi
Eden & Chris Bishop
Drs. Kurt Brandt &
 Dawn Huff
Catherine Braunstein
Charles & Marion Burger
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Campbell
Trey & Christy Coleman
F. Michael Combs
Natalie & Jared Dowling
Phyllis & Ely Driver
Drs. Roberto Fernandez- 
 Romero MD & 
 Denia Ramirez
Kathryn Kinnard Freeman
Katherin & Sedat Goluoglu
Dr. James Gourney & 
 Dr. Beverly Gibbons
Madeline & Doug Griffey
Cliff & Jacque Hawks
Dr. Robert Hightower
Anna Fox Hinds
Heather L. Martin
Jeanie Turner Melton
Julia and Mike Mullaney
Leslie & Ken Parent
Dr. Howard Skinner
Norene J. Stallworth
Dr. & Mrs. Jack Talmadge
Bob & Beckye Thomas
Jackie Wilson
The Wortham Family
Jim & Linda Yates

Grand Patrons
$500 - $999
Peter Acly &
 Ellen Robinson
Dr. James Ball
Kenneth B. Carpenter
Drs. Dan & Jane Conrad

Mary Lou Daugherty
Blanche & Larry Dresner
Mr. & Mrs. Geoffrey   
 Greene
Dr. & Mrs. Don 
 Richard Heiser
Dr. Jan Henley
Chris & Sheila Hill
Ray & Linda Holton
Owen & Magdalene Liles
Marylees Miller
Dr. & Mrs. E. Jay   
 Mounger
Dr. & Mrs. Ronald   
 Rimer
Edward & Mary Anne   
 Sedlmeier
Malcolm & Elizabeth   
 Spica
Don & Fran Wheeler
Barton & Barbara   
 Whitman

Patrons Under $500
Mary Alford
Amazon Smile    
 Foundation
Rosalind Andrews
Anonymous
Scott Bailey
Ron & Linda Battle
Sharon Boyce &
 Jack Woodall
R. Ted Smith &
 David Butler
John & Sandra Butler
Carol S. Campbell
Lucinda Denton
Susana Esrequis &   
 Ramon Leon
Robert E. Freeman
Rosemary Gilliam

Melvyn & Edith Halbert
Allie L. Harmon, Jr.
Gordon Hendrich &   
 Laurie Andrews
Helen Holt
Craig & Pamela Kallio
Carol M. Kardos
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Kinnard
Kroger
Carol B. Lamb
Dr. Wendell & 
 Meredith Liemohn
William Martella
W. Peter Marwede, MD
Ann Mostoller
Anne Parks-Johnson
Jim & Sandy Pease
Lester & Pat Petrie
Mary & Mike Ripley
John & Kay Rodgers
Lesley & Bernard   
 Rosenblatt
Ginny & Pete Rowlett
Gilya Schmidt
Hilary Shreter
Bernard M. Starner
John & Nancy Stewart
Amanda Garrett &   
 Silessa Stroud
Richardson &
 Marilyn Turner
Nancy & Aleck
 Van Hook
Jean C. Vaughan
Julia D. Webb
Robert P. Wilson
YourCause

TRIBUTE GIFTS
Gifts can be made to honor or memorialize a friend, loved one, special occasion, or 
an organization that has touched your life.

In Honor Of...
1st Church of Christ, 
Scientist
 David & Brenda   
 Goslee

Felicia Harris Hoehne
 William F. Regas

Steven Mears
 Dana Mears

Brian Salesky
 Mary Ellen & 
 Steve Brewington



In Memory Of...
Dr. Bruce Avery
Dr. Shirley Avery

Merwyn Stewart Champion
Catherine Braunstein
Ely and Phyllis Driver

Walter K. Duerksen
Penny Duerksen

Dr. James H. Lord
Dr. Sharon Lord

Earnestine M. Mitchell-Thomas 
Diana & Brian Salesky

Mrs. Della H. Oliver
Cassandra Y. Spann

Jay L. Solod
Donna Geckler Solod

Mary Wayland Sullivan
Bernard and Barbara Bernstein
Catherine Braunstein
Kay Clayton
Ellie & Bob Kassem
Sharon L. Lind
Dr. Angela Masini & Mr. Terry Grove
W.R. McNabb
Dave Miller, 
     First Tennessee Bank
Dr. & Mrs. E. Jay Mounger
Jennie & Bert Ritchie
Stephen & Kim Rosen
Mr. & Mrs. J. William Rudd
Nicole Russler
Diana & Brian Salesky
Ron & Ebbie Sandberg
Carol C. Schmid
Mr. & Mrs. L. Caesar Stair III
Jennie Sullivan & Carl Keaney
Joe Sullivan
Ann Taylor
Joseph B. Trahern, Jr.
Lawson Wetli
Judith G. Wharton

Dominick Bowen
William Bridges
Harrison Coon
Jake Corbin

Isabella Galyk
Joey Gaskins
Eriq Jones
Kylie Logue

Shane Moore
Kaylie Niehaus
Andrew Pitsenberger
Jon Reeseman

Mika Robbins
George Webber
Dylan Yaksic






